Joel Silver, Attorney at law
P.O.Box 346, Soquel, CA 95073
Office: (831)406-1497        fax (831) 851-2222
jsilver@santacruz-attorney.com

TO: Mount Herman Assoc. and board members
RE: closure of the Woodwardia Bridge
For the better part of 5 years, the Mt. Herman Assoc. (MHA) has been talking about repairing, and then rebuilding the Woodwardia Bridge. On about 09/06/2011, the MHA closed the bridge and opened up a fire road onto Mt. Herman Rd. as the only access for those who live North of Zayante Creek (the area). 
The opening of the fire road as the only ingress and egress with no left turns creates a substantial burden on those who live in the area. From the Woodwardia Bridge, it was a ¼ mile to down town Felton, it is now 4 miles further. This limited access compromises property values and rents and property marketability. 
We, the residents and homeowners of the area North of Zayante Creek insist that the bridge be properly repaired. During the interim, a left turn onto and from Mt. Herman Rd. must be made available. 
California Civil Code, Sec. 845 states “The owner of any easement in the nature of a private right-of-way, or of any land to which any such easement is attached, shall maintain it in repair.” The MHA has for years failed to provide proper and routine maintenance of the Woodwardia Bridge. We hereby insist that MHA fulfill their legal obligation and restore the bridge and to allow access through the easement. 

By eliminating reasonable ingress and egress from the area, properties are nearly unmarketable and rents are compromised by negligent maintenance of the Woodwardia Bridge by the MHA. The MHA and its individual board members shall be held liable under the laws of the State of California for all damages, including, but not limited to: cost of returning the Woodwardia Bridge to be safely used by automobiles, any loss of rents, including long term decreases in rent, decreases in property value, and any injuries caused by an unsafe egress and ingress along Mt. Herman Rd. as a result of the MHA boards decision to permanently close the Woodwardia Bridge. 
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